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390 Redoubt Road
R.D.1
Papatoetoe
Auckland 1703
Ph. (09)-263-8428
30/11/2002

John Gummer and family,
16 Cromdale Avenue
Howick

Dear John
GUMMER FAMILY HISTORY

Following our recent phone conversation, I'm enclosing some information about the Gummer
family — particularly the English background; also some photocopies of photos

Our forbears' migration to NZ was prompted by their wish to be no longer Dissenters in the
eyes of the Established Church, so they left good jobs, friends, and parents for ever, and set
sail overseas for uncertain lives as pioneer farmers at Maungaturoto [the Gummers] or as
business people in Auckland [the Moginies].

My original aim was just to link ourselves to our latest "English" heritage; but Ellis Gummer in
London (since deceased), a former Head Librarian at a Balliol College Oxford, though not our
relation, found our background so interesting he probed it back to 1700. The French
Huguenot origins of the Moginies go back even further, though less reliably.

As for our NZ history, | have focused and will write more on Thomas George Gummer and
Jane Taylor Gummer [nee Moginie] and their lives from 1863 to the 1940s. | have listed their
family Charles, Cyril, Eva, Alfred, Gertrude, William, Robert (Bob), and Fred. | knew all
except Cyril, but by about 1973 all had passed on to the Next Place. The children of the
above are listed without dates or other information, but | am not equipped to write about that

generation.
| invite you to share the enclosed material with those of your family who may be interested.

Yours sincerely,

i
AN

\
R. Graeme Gummer JGummerHowick.doc






4 Jane Taylor Gummer photographed in November 1908, at the age of 53.

The neck of her bodice is stiffened with whale bone, and ruched silk is stitched
on to her blouse.
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Entered, Filed, and Registered, according to the custom in use amongst Protestant Dissentess,
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